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(57) ABSTRACT

A facial recognition search system identifies one or more
likely names (or other personal identifiers) corresponding to
the facial image(s) in a query as follows. After receiving the
visual query with one or more facial images, the system
identifies images that potentially match the respective facial
image in accordance with visual similarity criteria. Then one
or more persons associated with the potential images are
identified. For each identified person, person-specific data
comprising metrics of social connectivity to the requester
are retrieved from a plurality of applications such as com-
munications applications, social networking applications,
calendar applications, and collaborative applications. An
ordered list of persons is then generated by ranking the
identified persons in accordance with at least metrics of
visual similarity between the respective facial image and the
potential image matches and with the social connection
metrics. Finally, at least one person identifier from the list is
sent to the requester.
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